
WORKSriOPCONDITIONS
OAUSE-O- F WHITE PLAGUE

Women's League Directing Ef--
fort Toward Stopping Tuber-
culosis. ,

The health committee of, the
Women's Trades Union League,
is directing its efforts, toward
eradicating the 'danger of tuber- -

'culosis through making 'works-

hop's healthful and sanitary, and,
failing in this, t6' take care of the
giris and women who are strick-
en until they are able to return to
wok.' j
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Unsanitary conditions in many
qf the workshops of 'the city are
menacing the health of' working
women. The dread white plague
is a constant fear because of
these conditions.

AAt the sanitarium at Naper-vill- e,

IlH, a- - bed is maintained by
of

tuberculosis patients, and in the
last year thteegirls . have been
sent there; Two of them have re-

turned to work, cured, and the
tjhird is. reported to be recovering
rapidly. "

I Because", of shortage of funds,
the league has been-abl- e to main-
tain but onebe'd, money for it be-

ing' raised-by- . donations among
the workers. Plans-ar- being for-

mulated now. for.th& continuance
of the work next year, and an ef-

fort' will be made-t- o raise 'money
for of addi-
tional members of the IeagueNwho
may be in need of treatment. ,

tMiss Mary McEnerney, secre-
tary of- - .the - Bindery --Women's
UniQn;, and member, of .the, health
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committee,' said, after an inspec-
tion of,several workrooms:

"We realize that the solution
of this health problem lies in pre-
vention, and we are working to
that end. But until preventive
measures are adopted, the best
substitute is the sanitarium treat-
ment.

"The cost of the treatment for
each patient at Naperville. is $500
but each $500 means a life saved.
We, are becoming better organ-
ized for a fight on the white pla-
gue. At present we have an ex-

amining staff of 6 physicians and
three specialists, all women, and
the girls apply to them for exam-
ination, at no cost to the patient.
But it is in no sense charity, for
their bill is paid by the league,
and 6i course all the girls pay the
bill indirectly with their dues. '

"Our bed is paid for the rest of
theyear, and we intend to con-
tinue it, with the addition of oth-

ers if the money can be secured.
It costs $500 to save one human
life. Isn't it worth it? We think
it is, and we are going to fight
consumption this way until pre-
ventative measures are adopted
which will protect the health of
the girls."
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Latest space-sav- er is a com-

bined sink and bathtub. The tub
is underneath and the'framework
containing the sink can be rolled
out of the way when Saturday
night "comes around. In a few
years so much' space will have
been saved for us that a family of
four may be able to live very com-

fortably in a teacup, .
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